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Literary Works Reduction Specifications

Reduction – a reduction is a one page, one sided, synthesis of a literary work. You may hand-write this or type your reduction. If I can’t read your writing, you will lose points. You must include the following elements for all reductions regardless of length or genre. Because some works vary in structure, you will need to adapt the reduction accordingly. Make required elements visible by highlighting them. Present them in the order below.
Required elements: 
       Title of work – “name of work in quotation marks” (or underlined for a novel)
       Author – capitalize the first and last name of the author
       Genre – Is the work a poem, a short story, a creation myth, an essay
       Point of view(s) – how is the story told (1st person, 3rd person)
       Setting/Atmosphere – where the story takes place, what that place is like
       Plot development – what happens in the story (summary)
       Major characters/Minor characters – who is the story about           
       Symbols – an object or thing that represents something else (concrete)
       Themes – an idea or main idea expressed by the work (abstract)  

       Holistic Interpretation (one sentence) – basic summary of the story
       Significance of Title – what does the title have to do with the story
       Three (3) significant quotations (identify the speaker and the significance of the quote)

Purpose:
This activity will provide you with the major literary elements of the work and will help you break down the reading into the key elements that will be reviewed on the unit exam. Reductions will be collected periodically for grading purposes. Each reduction is worth 50 points.
Tips:
Use a font that you and I can read. Remember that this only serves a purpose to you if you are able to comprehend what it is you have written. Be direct and succinct – do not re-tell the story by re-writing large passages from the text. The quotes you cite will be the only exact lines allowed. This assignment is to be of your own creation, not borrowed from any source. Plagiarism – either the copying of a reduction or providing one’s own reduction to be copied – will result in a zero.

American Literature
Literature Reduction example

Title: “The World on the Turtle’s Back”

Author: Iroquois myth

Genre: Creation Myth

Point of view: Omniscient (3rd person)

Setting/Atmosphere: Story begins in the “Sky World” – the “earth” does not yet exist. Husband and his pregnant wife are curious about The Great Tree. Atmosphere is one of curiosity and discovery. The woman craves the roots of The Great Tree – husband gets them for her. She falls through the hole at the base of the tree and tumbles from the Sky World. Woman is saved by birds that catch her in her fall and set her on a turtle’s back. With the help of a muskrat, she places clods of dirt from the ocean floor on the turtle’s back to plant the roots she had carried on her fall – thus creating the world.
Plot development: Woman falls from the Sky World and delivers a daughter. Mother and daughter walk around the turtle’s back, establishing the seasons and the growing of crops such as corn, beans, squash, and tobacco. The daughter is visited by a man who is thought to be the west wind and discovers that she is pregnant with twin boys. The twins struggle with each other in the womb and the left handed twin is born through his mother’s armpit, killing their mother. The twins come to represent the “straight mind” and the “crooked mind” – they were not called right and wrong. The twins create medicinal plants and poisonous plants, predatory animals and prey – establishing balance among the natural world. In an epic battle, the right handed twin defeats the left handed twin, and the left handed twin goes on to rule the night and the underworld while the right handed twin rules the daytime. Grandmother’s head becomes the moon after she is killed by the right handed twin.  Both twins are honored by the Iroquois people as representing balance and harmony in the world.
Major characters/Minor characters: husband, pregnant woman(grandmother), daughter(mother), left handed twin, right handed twin, “the west wind,” muskrat
Symbols: (something that stands for or suggests something else by reason of relationship, association, convention, or accidental resemblance) twins - light and dark (good and evil)
Themes: creation of the world, origin of traditions
Holistic Interpretation (one sentence analysis of the work): This myth explains the creation of the world and how the Iroquois people came to celebrate and honor the world around them.
Significance of Title: This myth explains how the world was created on the back of a turtle
3 significant quotations (include speaker, page #, and significance of the quote)

Narrator, p. 26 To keep the earth growing, the woman walked as the sun goes, moving in the direction that the people still move in the dance rituals – This quote indicates the connection between Iroquois dance rituals and the seasons.

Narrator, p. 28 These two brothers, as they grew up, represented two ways of the world which are in all people. The Indians did not call these the right and the wrong. They called them the straight mind and the crooked mind, the upright man and the devious man, the right and the left. – This quote shows that the twins were not regarded as good or bad, but as the conflicting forces that are within all people (straight and crooked).

Narrator, p. 29 The world the twins made was a balanced and orderly world, and this was good. The plant-eating animals created by the right-handed twin would eat up all the vegetation if their number was not kept down by the meat-eating animal, which the left-handed twin created. But if these carnivorous animals ate too many of the other animals, then they would starve, for they would run out of meat. So the right- and the left-handed twins built balance into the world. – This quote demonstrates the natural order of balance in the world with predators and prey as created by the right and left-handed twins.
