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 British Literature
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Literature is a power to be possessed, not a body of objects to be studied ~ Anonymous
I. Course Description
This semester-long course is a study of the British Isles and its literature. Genres explored in this course are epic poems, essays, short fiction, poetry, and plays. Writing is done in various expository forms. Students will be expected to read aloud in class and give oral presentations. Grammar and vocabulary will be explored in relation to the course material. This class provides a basis for discussion of the history of the English language and the development of literary forms throughout history. 

II. Course Objective

Following the completion of this course, the student will be able to identify themes from distinct periods of British literature: the Medieval period, the English Renaissance, the Romantic, and the Victorian periods. 

III. Materials

  
   This text will be supplied by the school and must be covered with a book cover.

The Language of Literature Evanston, IL: McDougal  Littell, 2002.

You will need the same supplies for this course that were used in AmericanLiterature: 

 journal (separate from other courses)

 loose leaf paper

3-ring binder
I DO NOT ACCEPT ASSIGNMENTS WITH NOTEBOOK FRINGE

WEEK BY WEEK – READINGS IN BRITISH LITERATURE 

The following is a tentative reading schedule for this semester. In the event of an absence or SNOW DAY, you should consult your syllabus to see what we will be covering this week. You will be expected to keep up with the reading even if you are absent. Please check in with me to see what assignments associated with the reading you missed. Please keep your syllabus in your English binder and have it with you at each class.

Week One January 20-23 
Anglo Saxon/Medieval notes – Unit One
"Beowulf" p. 29
Epic poem characteristics


Week Two January 26-30 
Epithet and Imagery activity
Oral recitation of lines from “Beowulf”


Week Three February 2-6 
Finish “Beowulf”
“The Iliad” by Homer pp. 45
Action Sequence and “The Iliad”


Week Four February 9-12 
Finish “The Iliad”
Compare/Contrast Paper – Beowulf vs. Achilles

Week Five February 17-20 
TEST 1 – Anglo Saxon notes, “Beowulf,” and “The Iliad”
”Federigo’s Falcon” p. 110
ACT test prep with Ms. Cuthbert
Compare/Contrast paper due

Week Six February 23-27
“The Canterbury Tales” p. 87  Prologue and The Pardoner’s Tale
Alliteration activity


Week Seven March 2-7
 Finish “Canterbury Tales”
Canterbury Tales project
"Sir Gawain and the Green Knight" translated by John Gardner p. 140

 Characteristics of a Romance Tale

Week Eight March 9-13
"Le Morte d'Arthur" Sir Thomas Malory

ACT/MME Testing - Tuesday – Thursday 

                         March 10, 11, 12

Week Nine March 16-20
Finish “Arthur”
Test 2 - Medieval Literature
End of the Third Marking Period

Week Ten March 23-27
Start English Renaissance unit
Sonnets 30 and 75 by Edmund Spenser p. 217
Marlowe and Raleigh poems p. 223-225
Shakespeare – Sonnets p. 229-231
Petrarch Sonnets p. 236-237

Week Eleven March 30 – April 2
King James Bible readings p. 254-256
Essays by Sir Francis Bacon

Spring Break!!   April 6 – 12

Week Twelve April 13-17
Carpe Diem! Cavalier poems – p. 282, 283
”To Lucasta Going to War” p. 285
Milton poems 294-296
Female Orations p. 302-205
Renaissance test review


Week Thirteen April 20-24
TEST – Renaissance unit
Satire and “A Modest Proposal” p. 388
”Vindication of the Rights of Women” p. 406
”An Academy for Women” p. 380







Week Fourteen April 27 – May 1
Start of Romantic unit – notes
Poems of William Wordsworth 504-507
”Lines Composed a Few Miles Above Tintern Abbey” p.498
Samuel Taylor Coleridge “Kubla Khan” p. 511
Poems of Lord Byron p. 527-529  “She Walks in Beauty” and “When We Two Parted”
Shelley poem “To a Skylark” p. 540
Poems of Keats p.552  ”When I Have Fears” p. 557 “Ode on a Grecian Urn” p. 553

Week Fifteen May 4-8
Victorian unit – notes 
Browning and Bronte p. 598-600
”Sonnet 43” and ”A Warning Against Passion”
Kipling “The Miracle of Purun Bhagat”  p. 622


Week Sixteen May 11-15
Victorians, part II p. 670
”Dover Beach” p. 672-673
”The Man He Killed” p. 684-685
Housman  poems p. 690-693 “When I Was One and Twenty” and
                                                   “To An Athlete Dying Young”
Mary Coleridge ”The King Is Dead” p. 655

Oscar Wilde notes
”The Importance of Being Earnest” p. 701
Acts I and II – “Earnest”


Week Seventeen May 18-22
Act III and movie– “Earnest” 

Week Eighteen  May 25-29
Final Exam review
EXAMS BEGIN


EXAMS – June 1-2
