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English 11 

 American Literature
2009
Literature is a power to be possessed, not a body of objects to be studied ~ Anonymous
I. Course Description
This semester-long course is a study of America and its literature. Specific units will emphasize the short story, the essay, and poetry of American authors. Writing is done in various expository forms. Students will be expected to read aloud in class and give oral presentations. Grammar and vocabulary will be explored in relation to the course material. This class provides a basis for discussion of ideas, issues, and literary forms common in the American tradition. 

The second semester of this year will be devoted to the study of British Literature, examining the same genres and incorporating activities similar to those from the American Literature course.

II. Course Objective

Following the completion of this course, the student will be able to recognize the three major themes running throughout American literature: the sense of place, the individual, and the American dream.

III. Materials

  
      This text will be supplied by the school and must be covered with a book cover.

Adventures in American Literature Heritage Edition Evanston, IL: McDougal 

     Littell, 2002.

You must obtain the following supplies for English 11 as soon as possible:

( 3 ring binder (1 inch is fine) – All handouts will be three-hole punched 

 and should be kept in your English binder. 

( loose leaf paper – for notes and handwritten assignments. 

I DO NOT ACCEPT ASSIGNMENTS WITH NOTEBOOK FRINGE

( A one-subject spiral notebook (at least 100 pages) – This notebook will be your English journal where you will write all your journal entries. The journal will be collected periodically for grading, so it must be separate from other classes.

WEEK BY WEEK – READINGS IN AMERICAN LITERATURE 

The following is a tentative reading schedule for this semester. In the event of an absence, you should consult your syllabus to see what we will be covering this week. It is important to check in with me to see what assignments associated with the reading you missed. Please keep your syllabus in your English binder and have it with you at each class.
WEEK ONE  September 8 – 11 
Syllabus, textbooks, Unit One, part one notes

“The World on the Turtle’s Back”  pp. 24-30

WEEK TWO September 14 – 18 
Coyote Stories pp. 40-45

“The Man to Send Rain Clouds” pp. 48-52

“The Way to Rainy Mountain” pp. 56-61

WEEK THREE September 21 – 25 
Compare/Contrast paper assigned
Unit One, part two notes

“La Relacion” pp. 72-76

“Of Plymouth Plantation” pp.82-87

“…the Life of Olaudah Equiano” pp. 93-97

WEEK FOUR September 28 – October 2
“Blue Highways” pp. 101-106

Compare/Contrast paper due

Unit One projects assigned/Unit One test review

Discuss test essays/traits of good writing
**Journals due**

UNIT ONE TEST
Unit One projects presented

WEEK FIVE  October 5 – 9 
Unit Two, part one notes

Bradstreet poems pp. 139-141

“Examination of Sarah Good” pp. 144-147

“Sinners in the Hands of an Angry God” pp. 153-156

Unit Two, part two notes

“Declaration of Independence” pp. 270-276

Teen’s Declaration of Independence assigned

WEEK SIX   October 12 – 16  (PSAT test given during this week)
“Letters by Phillis Wheatley and Abigail Adams” pp. 282-286

“What is an American?” pp. 289-291

“Poor Richard’s Almanack” p. 292

“Strive Toward Freedom” and “Necessary to Protect Ourselves” pp. 300-306

WEEK SEVEN     October 19 – 23   
American Authors Halloween project assigned

Review for Unit Two Test/Go over Unit One Test
**Journals due**

UNIT TWO TEST

“Gary Keillor” pp. 424-433

WEEK EIGHT     October 26 – 29 
Author projects presented

Unit Three, part one notes

“The Devil and Tom Walker” p. 349-359

“Self Reliance” pp. 363-366

WEEK NINE   November 2 – 6  (end of 1st marking period)
“Civil Disobedience” pp. 369-376

“Walden” p. 382

Poems of Walt Whitman p. 397-399

Unit Three, part two notes

“The Raven” p. 466-470 (special presentation TBD)

“Masque of the Red Death” pp. 454-461

WEEK TEN   November 9 – 13 
“Dr. Heidegger’s Experiment” pp. 500-513

“A Rose for Emily” pp. 516-524

“The Life You Save May Be Your Own” pp. 528-538

WEEK ELEVEN   November 16 – 20 (half days Wed and Fri)
Unit Three Projects assigned
Essay guidelines for unit test

Review for unit test

UNIT THREE TEST

**Journals due**

Experimental poems by Williams and Cummings pp. 410-412

WEEK TWELVE   November 23 – 24 (Thanksgiving break)
Take-home portion of Unit Three test due
Unit Three project due

ACT test prep 
WEEK THIRTEEN   November 30 – December 4 ACT test prep (continued)

Read introduction to Unit Four p. 554-560

“Narrative of the Life of Frederick Douglass” pp. 562-570
Unit Four, part one notes
“Stanzas on Freedom” and “Free Labor” pp. 574-577
WEEK FOURTEEN   December 7 – 11
 “Coming of Age in Mississippi” pp. 609-615

“An Occurrence at Owl Creek Bridge” pp. 580-589

Unit Four essay assigned

“Autobiography of Mark Twain” pp. 658-666

WEEK FIFTEEN  December  14 – 18 
Unit Four, part two notes & Twain notes

“Life on the Mississippi” pp. 669-675

Unit Four essay due

“Wagner Matinee” pp. 688-696
Unit Five, part one notes

“The Yellow Wallpaper” pp. 765-778

Winter Holiday Break – December 19 – January 3

Read “Winter Dreams” by F. Scott Fitzgerald pp. 841 – 858

Poems by Langston Hughes pp. 925 – 927. Review notes on Hughes

Read “How it Feels to be Colored Me” by Zora Neale Hurston pp. 950 – 954 
**Exam review packets available for the holiday break**
WEEK SIXTEEN  January 4 – January 8
Discuss readings from the holiday break

Emily Dickinson poems p. 751-759

 “The Story of an Hour” p. 784-785

Unit Five, part two notes – Harlem Renaissance

Guided Independent Poetry Reading

Poems by Sandburg, Masters, and Dunbar (pp, 824-827, 835-836)

Modernism notes

Frost poems “Mending Wall” pp. 1002-1003 and “Out, Out” p. 1004

Sylvia Plath “Mirror” p. 1057 and Anne Sexton “Self in 1958” pp.1059-1060

**Journals due**
EXAM REVIEW

WEEK EIGHTEEN  January 11 – 14 
SEMESTER EXAMS
