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Creative Writing

2009-2010
A good writer is basically a story-teller, not a scholar or a redeemer of mankind

~ Isaac Bashevis Singer
I. Course Description

This course is designed to help the student apply expository writing skills to compositions of varying degrees. Genres of this course will vary from the creative to the formal and technical natures of writing. The writing process will be reviewed, as well as areas of grammar and writing mechanics.

II. Class Objective    

               In order for students to improve their writing skills, exercises in both practical and 

                 creative writing will be implemented.  The aim of this course is to present writing as a 

                 life-long pursuit, not strictly an academic one. 

III. Texts and Supplies

The following texts will be supplied by the school. 
Strunk, William, and White, E.B., The Elements of Style. Fourth Ed. New York: 

     Longman, 1999.
 I will be distributing handouts containing course material that you will need to refer to throughout the semester. The following supplies are recommended for this class.

   Three-ring binder (one inch)

Loose leaf paper – All in-class assignments will be turned in on loose leaf paper. 

One subject notebook – This notebook will be supplied by the school and will serve as your idea book and should be separate from other classes.  This will be collected for grading purposes.

3 ½ floppy disk, memory stick, or online portfolio – This will be used to save all typed work. All assignments are to be saved on a computer and backed up on your student file or online portfolio or data device. DO NOT DELETE ANYTHING YOU WRITE THIS YEAR.
SAVE EVERYTHING YOU WRITE!!
      Writing Assignments

      The following are some of the types of writing you will complete throughout the year.  
      I reserve the right to add additional writing assignments at my discretion.

Letters (correspondence and complaint)
Short story


Persuasive writing

Poems





Personal narrative

Vignettes

Journals





Travel writing

Children’s book

Nature writing




Entertainment reviews        College essays
Writing in the Community

The Box Factory for the Arts and The Krasl Art Center in St. Joseph sponsor frequent poetry, open mic, and public reading opportunities. As these come up at throughout the year, you are encouraged to attend readings and extra credit will be given for written reflections on public readings and performances.  Listening to writers read and talk about their work is a great way to improve your own writing.  Keep the class posted on any public reading opportunities of which you are aware.
Writing Contests
There are a variety of writing contests that come up throughout the year and you will be encouraged to enter your work. The contests range from online submissions to mail in contests sponsored by college and universities. We have had several BHS creative writers gain public recognition for their work and fame is an added bonus for a writer ( 
A note from the management:

      1.   This class is an English elective, which means you are here out of your own free will.

2. This is a writing class, therefore, we will be writing all year long. 

3. Good writers read, therefore, we will do a fair share of reading.

4. If you signed up for Physics, you are in the wrong room.

5. An important part of the writing process is sharing your writing with an audience. Be 

      prepared to read your work aloud. No student has ever spontaneously combusted in the 

      sharing process.  Be proud of what you write!!!

SAVE EVERYTHING YOU WRITE!!
