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Greetings to Bridgman’s first ever AP class…

First let me begin by saying how thrilled I am that you have chosen to take AP English next year. We are about to embark upon quite the exciting journey!! You have some responsibilities, however, as the journey begins NOW and not when school starts in September.
You will be required to read the following books over the summer:


Pride and Prejudice by Jane Austen



Catch 22 by Joseph Heller

As both books will be supplied by the school, you may not write or mark in them for any reason. You will be expected to annotate these texts using sticky notes. Instructions on annotations are on the following pages. You are welcome to purchase your own copies of the books we will be reading, but know that the books we will be using in class will not match page-by-page with other editions. If you choose to purchase your own books, consider ordering through Prestwick House (www.prestwickhouse.com). This is the company we use for all our AP materials and the prices are very reasonable. If you choose to purchase your own books, it is important that the page numbers match the versions we will reference in class.
Recommended Reading
The following book is highly recommended as a guide to improving your reading skills. This book will not be supplied by the school.


How to Read Literature Like a Professor Thomas C. Foster  
What does that mean? – Clarifying author’s diction with vocabulary lists

In order to get the most out of your reading, you will be expected to keep a running vocabulary list for both of the books you read. This works very simply:

1.  When you come across a word you don’t know, look it up. 
2.  A word may have more than one definition. Look at the context (how the word is used in   

     the sentence). Decide which definition is appropriate for the context.

3.  Record the word and the definition in a notebook or a word document.
Getting tripped up by unfamiliar words creates a roadblock to your understanding. In order to understand what you read, it’s critical to understand the words the author uses.  An author’s choice of words is diction.
      **It is recommended that you obtain a paperback dictionary for this class. 
(Merriam Webster, Pocket Oxford American, or New American Webster Handy College Dictionary)
Annotate Your Books! (Write Notes in Them….sort of…)
Use sticky notes to mark pages or passages that are specifically important. As you “annotate” you will want to record the important details in your reading log. The reading log is explained on the next page.
As you read, pay close attention for pages or passages that do any of the following:

· Present a conflict

· Provide character detail (maybe you agree/disagree with a character’s actions, or maybe the passage sheds light on a character’s motives)

· Foreshadow some future event

· Create a personal connection

· Remind you of a similar situation in another book you’ve read

· Cause you to question something

· Set a specific tone or mood

· Create confusion for you in understanding some aspect of the text

· Present an important symbol

· Include a recurring idea/action/event/theme/message

· Say something that you feel is profound or noteworthy
Some tips on Annotating

*You are not recommended to have a minimum number of annotations in each book. Don’t get carried away and try to mark every page – not ever page will have some noteworthy detail. 

*If it helps, try using different color post-it notes for different annotations 

Example:   yellow – character details

                green – significant quotes

                pink – questions/something that doesn’t make sense

*Annotating a text forces you to slow your pace of reading and to be more aware and involved with what you are reading. Instead of being able to write in the margins or underline passages that are of great importance, annotations help us to pay better attention to what we read.
Reading Log Instructions and Requirements

Once you have read a few chapters, begin your reading log by following these steps: 
1. Open a blank document in Microsoft Word or some similar word processing program.

2. Set margins at ½ inch on all four sides (left, right, top, and bottom).

3. Insert a table that has four columns and four rows.

4. Label your columns (see sample reading log): Page #, Chapter, What the book says, What I say…

5. Adjust columns, allowing more room for the “What I say” column.

6. Type passages in the “What the book says” column, noting the page number and chapter number 
    in the appropriate columns.

7. Type your reflection/response in the “What I say” column (Refer to the “Annotate Your Books”  

     section).

8. Save your work, and continue adding to your log as long as you read.

9. To add new rows, simply click in the last “What I say” box and press the tab key; a new row should automatically appear.
Your reading log will be graded based on the following requirements:
· You must complete one reading log for each book.

· You must have at least ten entries in each reading log.

·  Selected passages should cover the book’s entirety (you must prove you read and

  understood the entire book).

· Your reading log should be UNIQUE; it should include YOUR OWN thoughts and feelings about the characters and events in the book; don’t be afraid to use first person for this assignment.

·  Don’t go overboard; try to note only the most important, confusing, or noteworthy passages.
Summer Reading Responsibilities
You will be expected to have at least one of the novels completed by Friday, July 17th. 
You are to submit your vocabulary list and reading log to me via email scarter.conklin@gmail.com by 11:59 PM on Friday, July 17th. All emails will be time stamped and late work is not accepted. If you have a personal catastrophe (family death, illness), please email me as soon as possible so we can discuss your options.

If you do not have internet access, you may mail your vocabulary list and reading logs via regular mail postmarked no later than Friday, July 17th to the following address:

Mrs. Sarah Carter Conklin

2518 Willa Dr.

St. Joseph, MI 49085 
I will be out of the country from July 2 – 14. I will not be able to check email on a daily basis, but if something comes up, please email me immediately and I will get back to you as soon as possible.

There will be a test over the summer reading books within the first week we are back to school. It is of the utmost importance that you are diligent in the completion of these assignments.

Academic Honesty

The Bridgman High School student handbook states the following:
It is expected that Bridgman students will be academically honest in all aspects of student performance. It is understood that the maintenance of such an atmosphere requires the active support of parents, students and staff and that it is, therefore the responsibility of each individual to promote academic honesty.

Academic dishonesty in any form – plagiarism, the sharing of answers, not appropriately citing a text or online source, or any other action intended to obtain credit for work not one’s own - will result in a zero for the assignment and subsequent disciplinary action. 

Please contact me if you have any questions whatsoever. Have a great summer!!
Sample Reading Log:
The Great Gatsby
                                                                                                         Mary Smith                         F. Scott Fitzgerald                                                                                                             Reading Log










        
	Pg.
	Ch.
	What the Book Says…
	What I Say…


	25

	1
	Something in his leisurely movements and the secure position of his feet upon the lawn suggested that it was Mr. Gatsby himself, come out to determine what share was his of our local heavens.
	The first time Gatsby appears in this book, it’s hard to know what he’s like. There is no interaction between Nick, the narrator, and Gatsby. Nick’s observation of how Gatsby takes in the night sky reminds me of being amazed as a little kid by the number of stars that can be seen in the country. 

	3
	48
	We all turned and looked around for Gatsby. It was testimony to the romantic speculation he inspired that there were whispers about him from those who had found little that was necessary to whisper about in this world.
	It always seems that when people don’t have factual information to discuss, the make up for it with speculations and gossip. Small towns and small schools are like this – people talk about things they don’t know anything about because they don’t have anything else to say!  Nick doesn’t seem to have a very high opinion of the other party-goers.


	3

	63
	“I hate careless people. That’s why I like you.”

	Jordan Baker says this to Nick and I find it ironic because she seems to be rather careless herself. I can’t figure out if Nick really likes her. She’s famous and I think he likes to be associated with her. Nick seems to have more sense than the rest, but there’s something about Jordan that he genuinely seems to like.

	6
	104
	It was James Gatz who had been loafing along the beach that afternoon…but it was already Jay Gatsby who borrowed a row-boat, pulled out to the Tuolomee and informed Cody that a wind might catch him and break him up in half an hour.
	I love how this passage illustrates the transformation that was made in Gatsby’s mind as a young man even before he changed his name to Jay Gatsby. He wished to re-invent himself and he did so by changing his name and turning his back on the person he once was. 

	6


	116
	“Can’t repeat the past?” He cried incredulously. “Why of course you can!”


	Gatsby seems to think he will be able to go back and win Daisy over even though she’s now married to Tom and has a little girl. It’s sad to think that everything Gatsby has done has been for Daisy. He’s lived his whole life for her and not for himself.  It’s like the U2 song “Stuck in a Moment” – Gatsby’s stuck in the moment of his love affair with Daisy and he can’t get out of it.
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