Biology: The Dynamics of Life
Room 13  (  Mrs. Kreitner  ( 466-0369
LKreitner@bridgmanschools.com
Conference Period: 12:35-1:39 pm
Course Outline:

I. Scientific Thinking, Inquiry, & Reasoning

II. Lab Techniques, procedures, reports, and data collections
III. Ecology & the Human Impact on the Environment (Chapt. 1-5)
IV. Organization and Development of Living Systems/Cells  (Chapt. 6-9) 
V. Genetics  (Chapt.10-13)
VI. Evolution and Biodiversity (Chapt. 14, 15, 17-20, 22)
Resources:

· Glencoe, Biology: The Dynamics of Life , 2000

· Various Articles, and Handouts

Supplies Needed:

· 3 to 5 Subject Notebook/Binder (We take a lot of notes)
· JUMBO Book Cover (Required)
· Folder (Required)

· Scientific Calculator (Recommended, but not required)

Grading is as follows:

Projects




30%

 

Tests and Quizzes



30%
Labs





25%





Daily Work (Classwork & Homework)
15%

Grading System

A
=93-100%

A-
=90-92%



B+
=87-89%

B
=83-86%

B-
=80-82%

C+
=77-79%

C
=73-76%

C-
=70-72%

D+
=67-69%

D
=63-66%

D-
=60-62%

F
=0-59%




Extra credit – Given through short answer questions on chapter tests, on selected labs or if a student goes above and beyond with their projects.  I do not give additional homework assignments or reports; please, don’t ask.
Extended absences will be handled in accordance with school policy. (i.e. Miss one day, you have one day to make it up.)  You are allowed 7 absences per semester.  Once you are over the 10th absence (or 4th unexcused absence) your grade will automatically drop 2 full letter grades (i.e. If you have a B and are absent 11 times you will receive a D).  
Lab make-up will be allowed before school and after school.  It is the student’s job to set up a time with me to make up the lab.  I will not track you down to complete a lab.  If the lab is not made up within a few days of their absence the student will receive a zero.
Students are responsible for getting all assignments proceeding and/or following an absence.

Tests and quizzes need to be made up within one week (7 Days) of the students return.  (i.e. You miss the test on Monday, you have until next Monday to make it up or it will become a zero!)

Projects will be given at least once every marking period.  They have the most amount of points possible when determining your grade, make sure you spend the time to do it right.  Do NOT plagiarize your work; you will get an F for the marking period, your parents will be called, and you will be written up and it will go in your permanent school file.  
Semester grades will be determined by counting each 9 week’s grade as 40% and each semester exam as 20%.  
Key Points (VERY IMPORTANT!)
A. Due dates for daily assignments will be posted at the time the assignment is given and/or expressed by teacher.

B. Tests will be given over 1 or 2 chapters.

C. Quizzes will be given every chapter (Scheduled and Random/Pop)

D. The semester exam will cover only that semester’s material ONLY and there will be at least one essay question.
E. All assignments are due on posted due dates unless otherwise noted.  Late assignments will NOT be accepted and will result in a zero! 

1) However, you are allowed ONE “freebie” per SEMESTER!
2) “Freebie” cards can not be used for projects and must be attached to the assignment in order for it to be graded.  
3) The “freebie” card does not get you out of completing the assignment it just allows you ONE more day to finish.
4) Projects will not be accepted late.  You must turn them in on their due date, no exceptions.  If you show up to school late the day the project is due you must turn it in or receive a zero; even if you have missed Biology class that day, but you came in after the class.  
Classroom Expectations

A. Leave all Food, Gum and Drinks in your locker (Including water)

B. NO MP3 Players!!  Period.  Not even after a test.
C. No coats, backpacks, purses, or bags allowed in the classroom.  
D. Respect the property of others, including that of the instructor & BHS. 

E. Be polite

F. Keep your hands to yourself

G. NO foul language, this includes “texting” your insult!

H. Be quiet and listen when I am speaking

I. Be on time and be prepared to work. (Book, Paper, and Pen)

J. No sleeping

K. Use your time wisely

L. Remain in your ASSIGNED seat until the bell rings, do NOT line up at the door.  
M. Follow all lab guidelines.  No horseplay in the lab.  
Consequences:

· First offense – Verbal Warning

· Second offense – Move seat (Possible write up, depending on the offense)

· Third offense – Go to the office, write up, and phone call to parent
How to Study and Pass this Class:

1)  Pay attention in class.

2)  Take good notes.

3)  Keep an organized notebook for each subject.

4)  Know the purpose of each assignment.

5)  Ask questions in class.

6)  REVIEW! REVIEW! REVIEW!  It can help you retain 80% of the information.

7)  Plan a definite time and place for studying each day.

8)  Study for awhile and take short breaks.

9)  Don’t cram for hours the night before a test.  Study a little bit each day.

You will work hard in this class.  I will expect a high quality performance.  Quality performances will be rewarded with quality grades; but more important is society will reward you for high quality performance in the future.  In this class, I will tell you what I expect of you and what you need to learn; and I will expect you to learn it.  If you do what is expected, you will be successful in this class.  If you do not, success will pass you by.  
Whether you think you can or you think you can’t you’re right.  Henry Ford
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--------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------
I have read and understand all the requirements and expectations for Mrs. Kreitner’s Biology class and will uphold them all.  Please write clearly.  Turn in Wednesday for extra credit.
Students Name: ___________________________________________________
Parents Name: ____________________________________________________
Parents Email Address: ___________________________________________
I round grades for report cards.


Ex) 79.5% (C+) will round to 80% (B-)


79.4% (C+) will NOT be rounded.








