Ecosystems: Characteristics & Cycles

· Renewable resources can be replaced within a human life span

· Carbon cycle involves photosynthesis and energy production

· Condensation is when water vapor turns to clouds

· A habitat is a part of the environment where an organism lives

· many of the same species living together is a population

· Transpiration is the process in which plants lose water to the air

· Abiotic - non-living

· A community and its abiotic parts is an ecosystem

· Nonrenewable resources are not replaceable in a human life span

· Precipitation is fresh water that falls to Earth's surface

· Nitrogen cycle is necessary for plants to grow

· Evaporation is when water turns to water vapor

· Reusable resources can be used again

· Biotic - living

· Groundwater is precipitation that soaks into the ground

· The water cycle includes evaporation, condensation and precipitation

· Niche is the role of an organism in the ecosystem

· All the biotic and abiotic surroundings of an organism is the environment

· Communities are populations living in the same environment at the same time

· Biomes are defined by climate and the unique plants and animals that live there

· Deciduous forests contain broad-leafed trees that shed their leaves in the fall

· Taigas have long winters and have mainly conifers

· Grassland have grasses

· Organisms can share a habitat if their needs are similar

· Decomposition can return nitrogen to the atmosphere

· Water is reusable

· Two fish populations can share a pond if they have the same needs

· Shade does not supply energy

· Herds of hoofed animals graze the grasslands

· Winters in the taiga are long and cold

· Aluminum is reusable only if it is recycled

· An ecosystem can be as small as a leaf

