Physics – Course Syllabus

Instructor: Mr. Casey Koopmans

Email:  ckoopmans@bridgmanschools.com      Phone:  466 - 0366

Webpage: www.bridgmanschools.com/staff/pages/caseykoopmans/index.htm, linked to district webpage
Personal Educational Philosophy:  I believe all students can learn and be successful in school with the necessary effort.  Understanding the question WHY and not just HOW in regards to math and science is very important. It results in better retention of material, understanding of content connectedness, and a greater ability to grow in the future. 

Prerequisite Requirement: (Highly) Successful completion of Algebra II. 

Course Goals:  The objectives of this course are also to develop problem solving skills, meet Michigan content standards, further prepare you for the MME & ACT, and be set up for success for math, science, and other classes in the future.  This class is intended for you to learn more about motion, astronomy, light, sound, gravity, electricity, magnetism, and forces, as well as increase your laboratory/investigative experiences.  This class will involve a lot of computation (and strong algebra skills are assumed), but it is also important to understand things from a conceptual perspective as well.  Problem solving skills are paramount.  
General Class Expectations:

1.  Be prepared and on time.

2.  Try your best – work hard in class when time is given.  

3.  Treat others (and school property) with love and respect, whether they deserve it or not. 

4.  Be a positive contributor to the classroom environment.

Grading Policy - Grades will be broken down in approximately the following manner:

Homework: 10 - 40%     Tests & Quizzes: 60 - 90%     Special Projects & Participation: 0-20%     Labs: 0 – 20%

Grading Scale:  Grades can be checked online and will be updated frequently.  Your understanding of the content should be reflected in your grade.  
[93 - 100): A


[80 - 83): B-


[67 - 70): D+

[90 - 93): A-


[77 - 80): C+


[63 - 67): D

[87 - 90): B+


[73 - 77): C


[60 - 63): D - 

[83 - 87): B


[70 - 73): C-


[0 - 60): F

This implies, for example, that in order to achieve a C-, you need at least a 70.0 %.  A 69.9 would be a D+.

Classroom Procedures:

Daily Schedule:  Most classes will begin with a discussion of the previous homework with opportunities to present their solutions on the board to the class.  Labs, simulations, demonstrations, and lectures will be mixed in regularly.  

Homework:    Assignments will be out of the text and developed by me.  It is important to understand how to do these problems because they will count for much more on tests and quizzes.  Students may also be required to submit present their solutions to the class.  Assignments are due the class period after they were assigned unless otherwise specified.  Acceptable assignments are to be completed neatly in PENCIL, ON BLANK WHITE PAPER (NO LINES), solutions clearly demonstrated, and kept in an organized fashion in a binder or folder, but not your book.  

Tests & Quizzes:  Some quizzes may be with a partner.  Tests will be individual efforts.  You will be able to use a 3 x 5 inch index card for each test in which you can write down things from your notes that you feel are most important or would help you be more successful (unless otherwise noted).  
Calculators: Graphing calculators are wonderful tools and everyone should have their own.  It is expected that you bring one with you to class daily.
Late Work:  Late work will not necessarily be accepted.  Assignments are expected to be turned in at the beginning of the hour on the day it’s due.  Work that was due the day of a student’s absence must be accomplished in the day he or she returns.  Students who miss an assignment due to absence have two class days to make it up.  For prolonged absences, due dates may be worked out.  For pre-planned absences, students must attempt to get the assignments ahead of time.  Students will be given one week upon return from school to make up a test.  After that it becomes a 0.  If a student knows he or she is going to be gone on test day, efforts should be made to take it before the absence.  I will do my best to post assignments online on the district’s homework link page.
Academic dishonesty: Cheating of any kind will not be tolerated.  This includes storing items on calculators, using a cell phone during an assessment, sharing answers, giving answers, copying homework, etc.  Anyone caught cheating or even suspected of cheating will receive a “0” on their assignment, quiz, test, etc. and the principal and parents will be notified and action will be taken.  This is across the board.  Academic dishonesty is an epidemic in schools these days, but I take it seriously.  If I find evidence that you were cheating, I will pursue it intently regardless of whether or not you are the homecoming king/queen, valedictorian, one of my best students, the reigning student of the month, related to a school board member, etc.  Academic dishonesty does not lead to success in the long run, and that’s what I want for you.  I will say that those that have been caught cheating in the past, honesty and ownership of it goes along way with me, rather than lying and denying when it is quite clear something happened.  

No Name Papers:  Put your name on your work!  If it becomes a problem I may reduce your score.   

Hall Passes:  You must have a hall pass and permission to leave the room – carrying the pass all the way to your destination and back.  Don’t ask me often, at inappropriate times, or for things that could be taken care of outside of my class.  

Miscellaneous:  Cell phone – I will take them and give them to the office.  Desks – don’t sit on them, write on them, etc.  iPods – may be used at times by asking me and me granting you permission.  Unwise things to do with an iPod: Wasting time by taking forever to pick a song (put it on shuffle and go with it), playing it so loud that others can here it, sharing your iPod with someone else, using it without my permission and or/during large group instruction, etc.  Unwise things lead to no more iPod privileges and detentions.  Cameras – don’t bring them or use them.  Backpacks and Purses – If I feel they are hindering teaching and or learning, I may require you to keep it in a designated location in the classroom or ask that you no longer bring it to class.  Sleeping in class – I find this rude, and research shows it hinders understanding.  I will likely take away your desk and give you a chair and a clipboard.  Eating & Drinking in class – water only in a bottle with a top.  Tardies – To not be considered tardy, you must be in the room and in your seat when the bell rings.  Physic Demonstration Equipment or other stuff in the room not yours - Don’t touch it unless given permission!  Labs – Be safe and treat the equipment with care.

Attendance Policy:  You are allowed up to 10 absences per semester.  An 11th absence will result in loss of credit for the class.  Your grade, however, may go down as a result of poor attendance before the 11th absence.  

Time Management:  Please use your time wisely, as well as my time.  All make up tests and quizzes will have to take place before or after school.  You have one week to make up a test or a quiz after you return back to school before it will remain a zero, although I will likely put in a zero right away as a friendly reminder of what it will do to your grade if you do not come in and make it up within a week.  Additionally,  keep in mind that I am teaching a class during my conference period, so I will not have a lot of spare time on my hands.  If you are absent, you will likely have to look online at the school’s homework links site to see what you missed, be patient, and stay after school to make up assessments (yes you may have to miss practice).  

I am looking forward to another wonderful school year at BHS.  I intend that coming to my classroom will be a positive experience in which you look forward to coming, feel safe, and learn a lot.  Physics is a great class that can spark many people’s interest in science. It’s easy to visualize what is going on and it highly relies on problem solving abilities.  Algebra skills, however, need to be second nature.  Please take this form home and go over it with your parent(s) or guardian(s).  After it has been read, please sign the bottom of this form to indicate that the syllabus is understood, and return it (just the bottom) the next time we meet.  This is your first assignment!

Physics – cut here

Student Signature: __________________________________ Date:  _______________

Parent/Guardian Signature:  _____________________________ Date:  ______________
