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F.C. Reed Middle School Band 

2009-2010 Syllabus

Director:  Cliff Reppart

Introduction

The purpose of this syllabus is to outline the policies and procedures for the 2008-2009 academic year.  It also outlines some of the goals for the F. C. Reed Middle School Band Program.  By being a member of one of the F.C. Reed Middle School Bands requires commitment, personal effort, and participation.  

F. C. Reed Middle School Band Goals

1. To make participation in instrumental music available to all students with appropriate skills.

2. To foster a lifelong appreciation for music and continuation of musical activities.

3. To provide musical experiences that will enhances students’ overall educational experience.

Daily Student Expectations

1. Bring instrument/music/pencil to class. 

2. Be on time! 

3. No chewing gum/candy.  

4. No food/beverages are allowed in the band room. (except bottled water)

5. Remain in your seat. 

6. Exhibit good behavior  

7. Return all materials when finished. 

Instrument Practice


Personal instrumental practice is vital for each student’s success and ultimately the success of the Bridgman band program.  During personal practice time, students should warm up, work on scales and other exercises, practice sight-reading, and practice rehearsal music.  Students will be sent home with suggested practice materials.  Students are also able to practice before school from the time the bus drops them off until advisory.  Remember practice is where you learn your part; rehearsal is where you learn everyone else’s part!  
Performances


Performances are required and are not optional.  The band practices together and performs together, and it is vital that every student be in attendance.  An absence from a required performance shall only be excused in the event of a death in the immediate family or severe illness with a doctor’s note.  A written excuse is also required, but does not mean the absence is automatically excused.  It is ultimately the director’s decision whether or not the absence will be excused.  In the event of a sports conflict with a concert, it is expected that the student attend the band concert.  All efforts will be made to compromise when possible. 
Classroom Discipline


In order to have productive rehearsal time, students are expected to follow the student handbook and expectations for band class.  Inappropriate behavior
will be addressed in the following manner.  
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Step #1 = Warning


Step #2 = Teacher Consequence  


Step #3 = Parental Contact 


Step #4 = Referral 

Grading Scale





40% - Concert Attendance

30% - Playing Tests / Music Pass-Off 

10% - Worksheets

20% - Daily Grade

100%

Playing Test / Music Pass-Off Policy


Students will have as many chances as necessary to pass playing tests and music pass off, but these may not always take up rehearsal time.  If they do not pass the first time or receive a grade the student wishes to improve upon, then there will be opportunities to re-take the test and music pass-off.  It is vital to the band’s success that every student learns and knows their part.  
Instrument Supplies


Instrument supplies are a necessity of playing any instrument.  Therefore some of the basics will be available for students to purchase in school.  Reeds, cork grease, slide oil, and valve oil are some examples of what will be available.  These same supplies may also be purchased at any music supply store.  It is expected that all reed players (oboe, clarinet, and saxophone) keep at least 3 working reeds in their case at all times.  When one breaks, the student is to use one of their back-up reeds and purchase another reed as soon as they are able.  This year students wishing to buy these basic music supplies at school will do so in the school office during advisory only.  Supplies will not be sold or distributed during band class.  






