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Philosophy of Music Education


Music is an amazing phenomenon that is found in every culture in the world. It is a powerful tool that can assist in the development of our students, build self-esteem, and foster greater discipline. Through music students can explore emotions, learn to comprehend abstract ideas, acquire discipline, and express creativity. Clearly, there are many advantages that accompany this wonderful phenomenon we call music.

Band requires more time outside of school than many other school programs and organizations. However, band is also is highly rewarding.  Through teamwork, dedication, and hard work our band will enjoy the satisfaction and fruits of its efforts. There are few things in life that are as rewarding as giving a performance where you have tried your hardest.  It is a goal of the Bridgman band program to provide its members with such opportunities.  

Students can achieve greater success through being involved in band.  

Not only do students in band statistically perform better in other areas of academics, but music also helps to develop better citizens within our community.  Some of the core characteristics that are found in great musicians are discipline, teamwork, dedication, self-awareness, and leadership.  These characteristics found in musicians are also the makings of natural leaders and productive members of our societies.

Band objectives: 

· To provide musical experiences that will enhance students’ overall educational experience.

· To provide a suitable background in music instruction for those students who elect to continue the study of music after graduation. 

· To foster a lifelong appreciation for music and continuation of musical activities. 

· To continue to develop this performing arts organization that is a source of pride for the individuals, the school and the community. 

· To make participation in instrumental music available to all students with appropriate skills.

Marching Band
Band Camp: Band camp is a vital part of marching band.  It is our opportunity to learn the drill for the 2009 season, focus on marching fundamentals, and build and deepen relationships.  Band Camp is required for all the band members of the Spirit of Bridgman Marching Band. Students who do not attend camp will not receive a place on the field for the 2009 show, unless there are exceptional circumstances pending prior approval of the director.  

Marching Band Rehearsals: Being a member of marching band requires rehearsal time outside of school.  The list below is our after school rehearsal schedule for the season.
· Rehearsals throughout the marching season will be on Tuesday evenings from 6-9pm.  This will begin the first Tuesday after band camp. (August 11th)
The band room will be open by 5:00 on days of evening rehearsals unless it has been pre-arranged to be opened sooner for sectionals.  Rehearsals are mandatory and are an important part of each student’s overall grade. 

Football Games: The marching band will be performing at all home football games.  These performances include a Pre-Game performance, playing pep band and stand cheers in the stand, and a performance of our halftime show.  Games are part of the performance portion of the grade. Students are expected to stay for the entire game. It is recommended that students eat before games because they will not be allowed to go to the concession stands until the third quarter. Students must be back in their seats and be ready to play by the start of the fourth quarter.  The director will dismiss students from the BHS band room after games.

Marching Uniforms:  When in public, Students must remain in full uniform at all times (*Exceptions will be made in the stands during hot weather). The band is representing Bridgman High School and must maintain a neat appearance. When in public, students must have their hats and gloves on unless they are in the stands with the rest of the band. Jewelry and sunglasses are not to be worn with the uniform. Long hair must be tucked underneath the hat. Drum majors will inspect each student’s uniform before every performance.  Students will be financially responsible for lost or damaged uniforms. 
Auditions
Auditions will be held every year during the last month of school for both colorguard and for percussion.  No positions are guaranteed from year to year, however; prior experience will be a small factor in the decisions making process.  Audition expectations will be given to the students at least 2 weeks prior to the audition date.  All efforts will be made to have the auditions take place prior to the end of the school year.  Auditions are to be recorded and evaluated by Mr. Reppart as well as the instructor for the following year, or one other person of Mr. Reppart’s choosing. 
Discipline-Marching Band


In marching band, teamwork and cooperation are absolutely essential. Talking and disruptive behavior severely undermines the efforts of others and the group and will not be tolerated. Your attitude and behavior directly affect the success of the band and will affect your participation grade. The director reserves the right to assign additional fundamental work (i.e. marching laps around the field) for disruptive behavior.  Discipline issues during band camp will result in loss of privileges.  

First Offense:  
Marching laps/ Loss of Daily Participation Points
Second Offense: 
Loss of ALL Daily Participation Points
Third Offense:  
Discipline Referral 

Marching Band Demerit System 

Students will be issued demerits by the director, the drum majors, or the section captains for any of the following:

· Late for rehearsal:

·  1 demerit for 1-10 minutes 
·  2 demerits plus two marching laps for 10-20 minutes late

(More than 20 minutes will be considered a missed rehearsal.)
· Missed rehearsal- 3 demerits
· Uniform parts, instrument, or music left on the field or out in the band room- 1 demerit for each
· Showing up for rehearsal without instrument, music, drill charts, coordinate sheet, and pencil-1 demerit
· Disruptive behavior (Second offense)- 1 demerit 
Only the director may assign this type of demerit.

Demerits are worked off by spending a half hour for each demerit working in the band room (filing music, cleaning/organizing, ect.) outside of school hours. Demerits must be worked off by the time the next performance in order for the student to perform on the field.  

*Students who are consistently disruptive over the course of the season will meet with the director and their parents to discuss the student’s lack of commitment to the band.  If that student holds a leadership position, he or she will lose it. 

Students will be excused from demerits for missed rehearsals or being tardy for the following: personal illness, sports conflicts, family emergency, and excepting circumstances previously discussed with the director. The student must have a note from home in order to be excused. Remember, Work is not an acceptable excuse! 

Concert Band

Classroom Policies

· A positive attitude is essential!  

· Be prepared. Come to every rehearsal with you instrument, folder, and pencil and any instrument specific extras. (i.e. reeds, valve oil, slide oil, etc.) 

· Be in your seat and ready to rehearse by four minutes after the bell. 

· Stay focused during rehearsals. Do not talk to or distract your neighbors. 

· During class students shall remain in the main rehearsal room. No students should be in any of the extra rooms within the band room. 

· During rehearsals, stay in your seat. If you need to get up and get something, then ask permission. 

· Only percussionists may play percussion instruments.  Students who ignore this important policy will lose daily points.  

Chair Challenges

Students may challenge one another, within their section, for chair placement during concert season.  A student wishing to challenge another is to report the challenge to Mr. Reppart.  The material for the challenge will be chosen by Mr. Reppart, and the challenge will take place one week from the announced challenge date.    The challenge will take place in front of the band at the end of rehearsal.  Challenges will not be accepted within 2 weeks from a performance.  
Practice 

Practice is expected from every band member.  Our goal for practice at home is between 15-20 minutes per day.  Choose a time that does not interfere with any other activity so that you may focus on your instrument and your music.  Always practice for results and accuracy.  Remember: it is not the length of time you practice that matters, it is what you accomplish in a short period that produces results. 
REMEMBER, THAT BAND IS AN ACADEMIC COURSE AND PRACTICING IS A PART OF YOUR HOMEWORK!

Performances

One of the main functions of the band is performing. The performance is the culmination of preparation. Performances are required activities. 

Extra Rehearsals and Sectionals

All efforts will be made to keep extra rehearsals and sectionals to a minimum. Students will be given at least a one week notice and are expected to participate. Unexcused absences for rehearsals or performances are the most severe form of negative contribution to the band program and undermine the efforts of everybody else. Unexcused absences will greatly affect the students’ grades. 

Discipline

Talking and disruptive behaviors undermine the effort of the rest of the band and will not be tolerated. Your attitude and behavior will affect your participation grade. 

· First offense: Warning / Loss of Daily Points
· Second offense: Loss of ALL daily points

· Third offense: Discipline referral

*Loss of 30 points or more in two weeks will result in parent phone call. 

*Consistent referrals will result in a conference with your parents and the principle to discuss options and possible removal from the class. 
Music 

You are responsible for the music that you receive in class. You will be charged a dollar for every lost part and eight dollars for lost books. 

Concert Uniforms 
The boosters will hand out uniforms for concert band. Men will wear tuxedos and women will wear black dresses. You are responsible for taking care of your uniform and turning it in at then end of the year. 

*All students will need to provide their own black shoes. Ladies must wear black nylons/tights and men must wear black socks. 

Marching/Concert Band

Grades

50%- Performances/rehearsals

20%- Playing Quizzes/worksheets/projects

30%- Class Participation

              -50 points per 2-week period/10 points per day

**An unexcused absence from a performance will lower a students grade by 1 full letter grade at the conclusion of the marking period.
Maintenance of the Band Room

· The band room is YOUR rehearsal space. We must work together to keep it clean! 

· Food/drinks are not allowed in the band room with the exception of bottled water. 

· Don’t leave your trash around the band room. There is a trashcan for a reason! 

· Put your folder and instrument away neatly.

· Do not leave personal items lying around the band room.

· Percussionists: 

The percussion equipment must be organized before leaving the band room.  You are responsible for putting away any instruments that you personally used during class.  Sticks, mallets and music cannot be left lying around.  We will meet early on in the year to discuss expectations further. 
Bridgman Band Program
Student Handbook

Student/Parent

Contract Agreement 2009-2010
This student agreement needs signed and returned by the completion of the first week of school. 
I have read and understand the policies and procedures to be used in the Bridgman Band for the 2009-2010 year. 

Parent Signature: ​​​​____________________  

Date: ___________

I have read this handbook and I understand that being a member of the Bridgman Band involves dedication, determination, and discipline.  I will follow the guidelines listed and fulfill the obligations entrusted to me.  I will, to the best of my ability, be an active and productive member of this organization.  

Student Signature: ​​​​____________________  
Date: ___________
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